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Grassbur, Cenchrus incertus, is a summer 

annual grassy weed that can be found in home 

lawns, sports fields, parks and along roadsides. 

This weed is especially adapted to dry, sandy 

soils but can be found growing in other types of 

soils as well. The big problem with this weed is 

the sharp, spiny burs that are part of the 

reproductive system. Grassburs generally start 

germinating in late spring and will continue to 

germinate until late summer or early fall months. 

This weed continues to grow until the first hard 

frost occurs in the fall.  

Grassburs are generally not a problem in well 

maintained turfgrass areas. With proper 

fertilization, mowing and irrigation, you can 

produce a turf that is dense enough to prevent 

grassburs from becoming a problem. However, 

if they do become a problem there are effective 

herbicides that can be used to control this 

particular weed. The most effective chemical for 

control is a pre-emergent herbicide containing 

Balan. In central Texas apply application by 

March 15. During mild winters the grassbur 

plants will survive and act like a perennial weed. 

In these cases, a pre-emergent herbicide will not 

be effective in controlling these particular plants, 

but will work on any of the seeds that try to 

germinate. To insure complete control of 

germinating grassburs in heavily infested areas, 

extend the residual of herbicide barrier in the 

soil and thus extend the length of control period 

by making applications of the pre-emergent 

herbicide EVERY SIX WEEKS through 

September. In areas with a light infestation of 

grassburs, two applications that are six weeks 

apart should control seed germination. As 

always, the pre-emergent application needs to be 

watered in thoroughly. Not applying enough 

water after application of a pre-emergent 

herbicide is one of the main reasons for failure 

to effectively obtain control of the annual grassy 

weeds such as grassburs.  

                   

Getting of grassburs that are on the ground: 

The burs are the seeds of the plants. When they 

die, there is no way to get rid of the existing 

burs, other than to do so manually, either with a 

lawn vacuum or by dragging burlap bags filled 

with some type of lightweight ballast over the 

area, an old piece of carpet can be used.  

Carefully remove the bag with the burs and put 

in plastic bag and dispose of in the garbage.  

Getting rid of the grassburs is not an easy 

process and could take a couple of years to rid 

your yard of all of them.   

Parker County Master Gardeners, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

604 North Main Street, Weatherford, Texas 76086 

PCMGA phone: 817-598-6096; www.pcmg-texas.org 

Questions?: pcmgaquestions@gmail.com 


