
Introduction 
 

Buffalograss is a native prairie grass that can be 
used for low-maintenance lawns and other turf 
areas. This low-growing, finely-textured grass 
requires less mowing, watering, and fertilizing 
than traditional lawn grasses.  Similar grasses 
based on or hybridized from Buffalograss are 
Turffalo® and Habiturf™.   Turffalo® is a unique 
hybrid Buffalograss that offers improved cultural 
practices suitable for residential lawns.  
Habiturf™ is a mixture of Buffalograss, curly 
mesquite and blue grama developed and tested 
by Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and 
suitable for Texas lawn applications.  All of these 
grasses may be managed according to 
Buffalograss best practices. Although a few 
cultivars can only be seeded, others must or 
should be started from sod or plugs.   Sodding, 
where available, gives the best chance of a fully 
covered lawn within one growing season.  
Buffalograss is a warm-season grass that spreads 
by stolons (runners), but not as aggressively as 
Bermudagrass.  If Bermudagrass sprouts in a 
Buffalograss lawn, it must be removed by digging 
or selectively applying glyphosate or physically 
removing it; Buffalograss cannot compete with 
Bermudagrass. Once established, Buffalograss 
survives extreme heat, drought, and cold.  
Buffalograss grows best in full sun, but six to 
eight hours of direct sunlight per day is enough 
for acceptable turf.  Stands will be thinner in 
semi-shady areas, although Turffalo®advertises a 
blend that is more tolerant of shade.  Very slow 
or no growth occurs in heavily shaded areas with 
common Buffalograss.  A well-drained loam soil 
is ideal for easy establishment and maintenance 
of an attractive turf.  Establishment is slower on 
clay and compacted sites, but Buffalograss can 
tolerate these conditions.  Sandy soils, wet areas, 
and poorly drained soils are not suitable.  

Buffalograss is not a miracle grass, nor is it the 
ideal turfgrass for every situation.  Buffalograss 
greens up earlier than Bermudagrass, but it turns 
brown after the first fall freeze.  The gray-green 
color and shorter growing season may not be 
acceptable in every situation.  Of the prairie 
grasses, Buffalograss performs best as turfgrass.    
The purpose of this information is to provide 
best practices for the care and management of 
an existing tract of Buffalograss. 
 

Care and Management 
 

Buffalograss is not managed like other lawn 
grasses. It should be planted by those who 
appreciate the natural look of this native prairie 
grass and do not want it to look like other lawn 
grasses.  It survives with little care in a suitable 
location.  Minimal mowing, watering, 
fertilization, and weed control are all that is 
needed for quality turf.  Although it responds 
well to minimal watering and fertilization by 
producing a greener, thicker lawn, too much care 
may be harmful.  Weeds are a sign that 
Buffalograss is over managed.  Applying excess 
water and fertilizer defeats the purpose of 
planting a native grass lawn. 
 

Watering:  The most beneficial time to water 
Buffalograss is June, July, and August when 
drought tends to be most severe.  Spring 
watering benefits weeds more than Buffalograss.  
It is not recommended except under drought 
conditions.  A good soaking that provides 
moisture to the top six inches of soil at the end 
of a dry fall helps roots and crown maintain good 
condition over the winter and encourages more 
vigorous turf the following spring.  Although 
Buffalograss does not have to be watered as 
often as other lawns, when it is watered, it 
should be soaked thoroughly to a soil depth of at 
least six inches.  Frequent, light watering leads to 

weeds, shallow rooting, and other problems.  A 
deep watering every two weeks during hot, dry 
summer weather is usually sufficient to promote 
active stolon growth and additional nodes with 
deep roots to promote turf density and maintain 
desirable blade color.  Cutting the amount of 
watering or stopping entirely does not harm 
Buffalograss, as long as it has not been on a 
program of frequent watering.  Even after the 
grass goes completely drought dormant and is a 
light straw color, normal growth and green-up 
resumes quickly with rainfall or irrigation. In 
prolonged drought (over 6 weeks in summer 
with no rain) irrigate (if allowed) once every five- 
to-six weeks. This will not trigger “green-up” but 
will keep the dormant turf alive. One or two 
deep soakings during the summer is enough for 
low-maintenance areas.  The period of time in 
which the turf exhibits a green color may be 
moderately extended in the fall with additional 
water if freezing temperatures do not occur. 
Watering should be based on local weather, soil 
conditions, and desired maintenance, rather 
than sticking to a fixed schedule.  Various soils 
absorb and hold water differently.  Applying too 
little water is less of a concern than applying too 
much. In general, water only enough for 
moderate growth and color. 
 

Fertilizer:  For optimum results, apply fertilizer in 
early June and mid July. Split applications a 
month apart to get the best response.  Fertilizer 
applied earlier than this time stimulates weed 
growth and will not cause the Buffalograss to 
break dormancy at an earlier date.  Fertilizing in 
June stimulates new tissue and fertilizer applied 
at this time also will be available during the 
period of active stolon development in late June 
through August, assuming normal moisture 
availability.  In most cases one-half to 1 lb of 
nitrogen per 1,000 square feet is appropriate for 



a low-to-medium maintenance turf.  Applying 
more than two pounds of nitrogen per season 
defeats the low-maintenance advantage and 
may lead to problems in the form of excessive 
weeds.  Actual nitrogen levels should not exceed 
2 lb per 1,000 square feet per year.  Buffalograss 
responds better to quick-release forms of 
nitrogen than to slow-release forms. When 
choosing a fertilizer, look for formulations that 
are high in quick-release nitrogen sources, such 
as urea.  It is recommended that a soil test be 
performed to determine phosphorus and 
potassium requirements. If a soil test is not 
available, use a nitrogen-only fertilizer or one 
with a small amount of phosphorus and a 
medium amount of potassium compared to 
nitrogen. Avoid regular use of a balanced 
fertilizer such as 10-10-10 or 13-13-13. Too much 
phosphorus encourages broadleaf weeds and 
traps essential micronutrients in the soil. If 
needed, incorporate phosphorus before planting 
or in conjunction with core aeration. 
 

Mowing:  Buffalograss does not require much 
mowing. It tolerates a wide range of mowing 
heights, and because it is naturally low-growing 
at 4 to 8 inches, it may not have to be mowed at 
all, although the normal height for most home 
environments is 2 ½” to 4”.  Buffalograss turf can 
be given a uniform appearance by mowing every 
three to four weeks in late spring and early fall 
and every two to three weeks later in the 
summer. Although Buffalograss can be kept 
short, tall grass is more resistant to drought and 
weeds.  It requires little maintenance, other than 
mowing to remove male pollen flowers above 
the foliage.  While there is no need to mow until 
weeds outgrow the Buffalograss, it is 
recommended that you remove no more than 
one-third of the foliage at a time. Shorter turf 
requires more frequent mowing, increases the 

likelihood of weeds and could result in more 
frequent watering requirements.  Buffalograss 
does not produce thatch, so there is no need to 
collect lawn clippings.  Leaving them on the lawn 
returns nutrients to the soil and reduces mowing 
time by about a third.  Burning dead foliage at 
the beginning of the growing season is neither 
recommended nor beneficial.  Mowing is safer 
than burning, but neither is recommended until 
after Buffalograss starts growing and can 
compete with weeds. 
 

Weed Control:  Once a Buffalograss lawn is 
established and properly managed, weed 
pressure is minimal.  Practices that encourage 
weed growth include light and frequent 
watering, early season fertilization and watering, 
extremely short mowing, and excessive 
fertilization.  In its natural range, Buffalograss 
competes favorably with weeds because of low 
rainfall.  Where there is greater rainfall or when 
turf is watered frequently, Buffalograss has more 
difficulty competing with weeds.  An effective 
long-term weed control program should focus on 
timely and correct cultural practices—watering, 
fertilization, and mowing.  Over management 
favors weeds over Buffalograss.  Cool-season 
weeds invade Buffalograss during the spring and 
fall when grass is dormant.  It is better to 
tolerate a few weeds than to expect weed-free 
Buffalograss turf, which may involve excessive 
herbicide application. 

*** 

Portions of this handout are based on principles expressed by Jared Hoyle et 
al., Buffalograss Lawns, Kansas State University, November 2014, and James 
A. Schild, et al, Management of Buffalo Grass Turf in Nebraska, University of 
Nebraska – Lincoln, May 2009.  

*** 

Contact a Parker County Master Gardener 
Office Hours: Monday and Thursday 
9:00 am – Noon and 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Phone: 817-598-6098 
E-mail pcmga@gmail.com 

Managing a 

Buffalograss Lawn  
 

 
The best care of a Buffalograss lawn is provided 
through minimal fertilization, watering, weed 

control and mowing.  Violation of these principles 
will result in its demise. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Parker County Master Gardener 
Association 

604 N. Main Street 
Weatherford, TX 76086 

 

Located in the Texas A&M  
AgriLife Extension Center 

 

 


